THE ASCENT OF ENGLAND (1815-48)
doctrine which it owed to the destruction of Catholicism at the
end of the seventeenth century. When later (as we shall see)
this tradition began to fail, the morals still endured—though
weakening; but the doctrines were long continued, and the
doctrines were those (with the consequent morals) of a Pro-
testantism founded upon the English Bible. Combined with the
unity of national feeling in this matter, the presence of various
opinions and a mass of sects was insignificant. It seems a great
matter to those who know of no other atmosphere, but to those
who can look on it from outside, from the standpoint of the
Catholic culture or from the standpoint of individual and con-
vinced scepticism, unmixed with any personal experience of
Protestantism, the truth is glaring. The moral unity of England
which was maintained throughout the whole of this time, and
was only beginning to be shaken towards the close of it, was as
striking as her political unity. All around her was revolution,
tumult, national and civil war: within her boundaries was
security and peace due to this moral unity, which was inter-
mixed with and indistinguishable from what has been called
"Patriotism—the Religion of the English."
Naval Supremacy. But the security based upon internal
order (and this in its turn based upon certain political and
spiritual characteristics in the English people) could not have
been maintained but for the invincibility of the state. It would
not have been enough: and England would not have been
secure within had she not been secure without. From "the
Glorious First of June'* (June i, 1794) for a hundred and twenty
years (until the outbreak of the Great War) the naval supremacy
of England could not be disputed. France was the only state
which could have been a serious rival in this field: the Revolution
had destroyed the French naval traditions, and from that blow
it never had time to recover; for, though there were brief
periods in which the French navy became something of a rival,
Continental war and its consequent expenses, political dis-
turbances, etc., forbade a continuity of that rivalry.
The naval supremacy enjoyed by England was such that a
phrase applied to it—not unjust but rhetorical—may be recalled:
"The frontiers of England at war are the shores of the enemy."
But this supremacy would have been of little service had it not
been used in a certain special fashion—which is perhaps the best
monument which the future historian will note to the political
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